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H E Occaſor on of ou alembling here at 
this time, 1 ſu e, You are all acquain- 
28 teck With? pole XY _ 

You have 50 you, a ' Partlcalar Inſtange of 
hk general Truth, Wherein we are all 'concern'd, 
and which we are r by ht by Common Experience, 
as welt as by Sacred Writ, That here we have. 1 
continuing 55 One Generation, after Ano has, paſſer 
away, au the laces which, knew them (hall kraw them 
u more. And we of the prefent neration, we 
who are now met together in this Place, mult all 
in a few Years, and perhaps ſome of us in a few 
OR een to the ſame Circumſtances Mith 

& Lifeleſs Remains of the Perſon whole, Funeral 
Obſequies you came hither to celebrate. 

Now, it is certainly a Matter of the greateſt 
importance to us all, ſeeing we muſt die, to con- 
fider' how we may die the Death of the Righteous, 
A 2 and 
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and have our laſt End like bis, And I cannot up- 
on this Occaſion direct your Thoughts to any thing 
more inſtructive and encouraging than thoſe Word , 
of the Apoſtle Paul, in the began 


n Tim. iv. 7, 8. 


. « geod Fight, 1 have fiſt my. 


Courſe, I have kept the Faith. Henceforth: 

there u laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſ-- 

. neſs, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 

ſhall give me at that Day; and not to me only, 
but unto all them alſo that love bus Appearing. 

| into all the Heads of Diſcourſe. that are 

couch'd in them: But what we deſign - 


from them at this time, will be under the three 
following Propoſitions... * 
I. That it is the Dur of Chriſtians to: 
feht. a good Fight... 5 80 
II. That they ought to maintain this Fight 
fo, as to keep the Faith till they have 
fouſb'd therr Courſe. | 


HESE Words would afford us a great 
variety of Matter, if we were to enter 


HI. That 


— 
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HI. That for all ſuch there is laid up (as 
| there was for St. Pau) a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righ- 
teous Judge, will give in the Day of his 


Appearing. 


I. It is the Du TY of Chriſtians to fobt a 
good Fight. Under which Head we ſhall 


conhder, 
1. That the Chriftian Life is a Warfare... 


2. Who the Exemzes are which we ought 


to war againft, | 

- © 3: How we are to fight againit them. 
I. The Chriſtian Life is a Warfare Perfect 
Peace and uninterrupted Felicity is not the Portion 
of Believers in their preſent State. While they 


ſojourn in Meſech, and dmeil in the Tents of Kedar; 


while: they tabernacle in Heſh, they are in a ſtate of 
War, and will always have ſome .Enemies, who 


will be watching for their Deſtruction. If then 


they would not be ſabdd and overcome by. theſe 
Enemies, they muſt make it their Buſineſs, to ſtand 
upon their Defence. vio? 
We very-much miſtake our ſelves, .if we think we 
came into the World only. to purſue the Ends of 
Laxury and Eaſe, to eat, and drink, and be merry. 
If we look into the holy. Scriptures, we {hall find 


our ſelves oblig d to obſerve very different Meaſures. . 
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they be World 


under the Covert of Friendſhip. They promiſe 
us nothing but Pleaſure and Profit, and flatter us 
into — yance with the Proſpect of an imaginary 
Happineſs. | | 

Now theſe two, the World and the Fleſh, being 
ſo well adapted, and ſuch proper Inſtruments, to 

romote the Rain of Mankind, are made uſe of 
y Satan for that End, and are the principal Es- 
gines, by which he carries on his Deſtructive 
Deſigns. 

By Worldly Men, eſpecially if they be Men of 
Wit, he ſeeks to andermine Religion, and to give 
Countenance to all manner of Profaneneſs and Im- 
piety. And how far ſuch Men (by their profane 
Railleries, upon every Thing that looks like ſerious 
Chriſtianity, and by their drawing Vice in the moſt 
amiable Colours) may be the Iuſtruments of propaga- 
ting Licentiouſneſs, and introducing a Contempt 
of true Piety, the unhappy Experience of the preſent 
Times afford us too pregnant a Proof. They have 
almoſt baniſh'd Religion out of all Converſation, 
and have prevail'd ſo far, that thoſe Perſons are 
eſteemed uncivil, and unfit for Society, who broach 
any thing in Diſcourſe which may put them in mind 
of their Duty, and another World. 

Again, if they be Men in Power and Authority, they 
are capable of being ſo much the more pernicious In- 
ſtruments. The Example and the Countenance of 
the Great has a very extenſive Influence, And if 
Ys and ſenſual, if they be Enermes to 
true Piety, t 9 not fail of bringing many 
others to their Farty. | - 
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And as ſuch Men in Power and Authority, fo 
alſo worldly Men of our Acquaintance, or Refa- 
tion, are frequently very dangerous Enemies to 
our Souls, eſpecially if we have any Dependance 
upon them, or Hopes from them; ſuch Perſons, 
it they be capable of ſerving our Intereſts, and 
promoting us 1n the World, are often very ſucceſs- 
ful Agents for their Maſter the Devil, and the an- 
1appy Infframents of perverting Men of promiſing 
Hopes. 

Ka as he makes War upon us by Worldly Men, 
ſo alſo by worldly Pleaſures, and Enjoyments, The 
Baits of Proſperity, and the Splendor of Riches, 
are very dangerous Aſſailants, and frequently over-: 
come, when the Matter is put to this Iſſue: Whe- 
ther ſhall I adhere to, God or the World ? 

Ambition ruins ſome; Fear of loſing what they 
have, or fear of Suffering in one kind or other, is a 
Szare to others. And thoſe Pleaſures and Grati- 
fications which ſome ſenſual Objects afford, are dan- 
gerous to very many. Our great Enemy therefore 
takes all Occaſions to aſſault us by theſe Things. 
He ſuits his Temptations from the Worid to our- 
inmard Corruptions, and by the Concurrence of 
the outward Temptation, and the inward Dijpoſition, 
ſeeks to make an abſolute Coaqueſt. Thus you ſee 
who thoſe Enemies are we are to war againſt. Every 
ſinful Appetite, every vicious Affection, every temp- 
ting Object, every Agent of Satan in the World, is an 
Enemy to our Souls; and theſe make up a very nu- 
merous and formidable Hoſt, under their great 
Leader, our principal Enemy, Theſe thereſore we 


are 
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are to fight againſt ; and in ſo doing we fight 
for GOD, for CHRIST JESUS, for our Souls, 
for the Faith deliver'd to the Saints, and for the 
Prize of Glory, which ſhall be the Portion of thoſe 
that overcome. Which leads me, 

z. To ſhew you how we ought to t againſt 
them, or how we ought to behave our ſelves in this 
Warfare, And feeing we have ſo many Enemies- 
to deal with, whoſe pernicious Power has been de- 
monſtrated by their Szcceſs in ſo many Thouſands: 
of Inſtances, this ſhould awaken us ro a Senſe of 
our Danger, and put us upon conſidering, what 
Meaſures we ought to obſerve, and how we ought 
to act in the Caſe. And, 

1. We ſhould be very vigilant and watchful. He 
who is negligent and ſecure, expoſes himſelf to the 
greateſt Danger, from every trifiing and inconſidera- 
le Enemy. Whoever therefore is engag'd in War 
ſhould be upon his Guard, watchful and circumſpect. 
Prudent Generals have their Spies upon the Ene- 
mies Actions, and their Thoughts employ'd about 
the Enemy's Deſigns, as well as their own. They 
obſerve his Marches, and countermarch him.. 
They conſider, which way he probably deſigns 
to attempt them, and take all imaginable Care that 
he may not ſurprize them, or take them unguar- 
ded. And as they are thus. cautious and circum- 
pet, thus vigilant and watchful, with reſpect 
to all the Motions and Deſigns of an Enemy, fo 


mol 
theſ 
quit 
and 
And 

3. 
Soul 
Stren 
quer 
we f] 
we h 
and 11 
we m 


ſuffici 
and ye 


ſhould Chriſtians be with reſpect to their Spiritual 


their own Corruptions, and guard all the Avenues 
2, If 


Enemies. They ſhould watch all the Tendenctes of 2 7 


of Temptation. 
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2. It we would fight ſucceſsfully againſt our 
Spiritual Enemies, we ſhould be very diligent and 
active in all the Parts of our Duty. We never fight 
more ſucceſsfully in the Chriſtian Warfare, than 
when we molt ſeriouſly apply our ſelves to the Diſ- 


The great Deſign of the Devil, and our own Hearts 
Luſts, and the great Tendency of Worldiy Plea- 
{ures and Delights, is, to render us zegligext and 
remiſs in theſe Things. When theretore we apply 
ourſelves to them, with the moſt Zeal and Stedfaſt- 
neſs and Application; when we refuſe to zeglec? 
a Duty for the Gratification of an Appetite, when 


molt azrefly reſiſt and oppoſe, and contend with 
theſe Enemies to our Souls. This is to carry on 2 
quite contrary Intereſt to what they ſeek to promote, 
and the way to defeat all their Deſigns againſt us. 


1 And, 


3. We ſhould fight againſt theſe Enemies of our 
Souls by Prayer. Seeing we cannot in our own 
Strength ſtand in the Day of Tryal, much leſs con- 


auer and triumph over the Enemy, it follows, that 


we ſhould by Prayer ſeek that from another which 
we have not in our ſelves, And however. weak 
and inſufficient we are in our ſelves, yet by Prayer 
we may call in thoſe Saccours, which are abnndantly 
ſufficient for us. For our Saviour has faid, Ast, 
and ye ſhall receive, Mat. 7. 7. And in another place, 


Jour Heavenly Father will give the Holy Spirit to them 


hat as& him. So that this = of Prayer is very 
eceſſary in this Spiritual Warfare. Let us there- 
| B 2 fore, 


charge of thoſe Duties we owe to G OD and Man. 


we go on ina regalar Courſe of Holineſs, we then 
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fore, as long as we have any Spiritual Enemies to 
encounter, parſue their Downfall by Prayer, Let us 
ſeek to GOD for Strength and Help againſt them, 
and make it matter of. our daily Requelts, that we 
may overcome when we are tempted ; and that 
we may perſevere in our Chriſtian Courſe, not- 
withſtanding all the Enemies that ſurround us, and 
all the Oppoſition we meet with. 

In a word, ſeeing it is the Deſign of theſe Enemies 
to divert us from all ſerious Thoughts concernang 
GOD and Religion, let us confront their Deſigns 
by frequent Meditations upon GO D, and his Per- 
fections, upon CHRIST FESVUS, and particu- 
larly upon his Safferings for Sin, and upon all the 
molt important Arguments of Religion. 

Seeing they would engage us ſo ſtrongly to this 
World, that we ſhould never concern our ſelves 
about he other, let us, as good Soldiers of CHRIST, 
take up the Shield of Faith to defend our ſelves a- 
gainſt the Prevalency of preſent Enjoyments. Faith 
the Subſtance of Things hoped for, and the Evidence 
of Things not ſeen, This repreſents the Glories of 
the future World as certain, and infinitely valuable. 
And therefore, when we find our Spiritual Ene- 
mies attempting to introduce into our Souls a For- 
get fulneſs of G o p, and an Unconcernedneſs about 
a ſuture State, we ſhould by Faith reſiſt the Deſign. 
When we find Worldly Affections growing upon us, 
we ſhould reflect upon the infinitely more deſirable 
Emnjoyments, which make up the Happineſs of Hea- 


ven, We ſhould by Faith contend with all our Sen 


{ual Appetites, and with our Love to the World, in 
al 
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all the Particulars of it. Faith gives us a View of 
ſomething which eclzp/es all the Glory of preſent 
Enjoyments; and which will be infinitely more 
Sati:faffory than all the Pleaſures and Poſſeſſions of 
this tranſitory Life, We proceed now to the ſecond 
Propoſition, which is, 


II. To ſhew you, that Chriſtians ought to 
maintain this Fight ſo, as to keep the Faith till 
they have nid d their Courte. And here 


let us conſider, 
1. What is imply'd in keeping the Faith, 
2. That we ought to keep it till we have finiſb d 


our Courſe, 


1. What is imply'd in keeping the Faith; and it 
implys, 

1. Continuing true Believers, notwithſtanding 
all Temptations to Infidelity and Unbelief. All 
the Methods of Satan, and all the Inſtruments he 
could make uſe of, could never cauſe our Holy 
Apoſtle to make Shipwreck of his Faith. He ſtood 
firm againſt all Attempts, and kept this Grace in 


its vigorous and lively Exerciſe. And fo likewiſe 


ought all Chriſtians to do. They ſhould take particu- 
lar Heed, leſt there be in any of them an evil Heart of 
Unbelief. | | F 
2, Keeping the Faith implies a continuation of our 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, notwithſtanding all the Qppo- 


ſition and Contempt it may expoſe us to, He that 


will be the Diſciplꝰ of Chriſt muſt deny himſelf, _ 
| fake 


_ 


OOO — — — — 


— — 1 


— — — — D—— 


rw - 


du 


hy A Sermon pꝛeach d 


take ud his Croſs, and follow him, This our great 
Apoitle did in a very eminent manner; as we 
may ſee by that courſe of Oppoſition and Contempt 


and Affliction, which he went through for the 


ſake of Chriſt and his Goſpel. He gloried in Tribu- 
lation for Chriſt's fake, he was not aſbam'd of the 
Croſs of Chriſt, but kept the Faith, and maintain'd 
his Profeſſion under all the threatning Dangers that 
ſurrounded him. bu 


And tho' we do not run ſuch Hazards, by own- 


ing our ſelves Chriſtians, as they did who were the 
firſt Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, yet, F we will live 
godly in Chriſt Jeſus, we muſt expect to meet with 
Suffering and Contempt. And it in the Courſe of 
Providence it ſhould be our Lot to bear the Croſs, 


for the ſake of the Goſpel, we ſhould then rather 


chuſe to hazard all, than to depart from the Faith, 
or deny the Lord that bought us. Tho' all the Men 
of Wit, and all the Men of Power in the World, 
ſhould riſe up againſt us, and endeavour either to 
fright or banter us out of our holy Profeſſion, yet 
ſtill we ſhould continue ſtedfaſt, and keep that which 
is committed to us; conſidering, that whoſoever ſhall 
be aſbam d of Chriſt and his Goſpel here, of him will the 
Son -4 Man be aſham'*d, when he cometh in the Glory of 
his Father, with his holy Angels. 1 

3. By keeping the Faith, we may underſtand 
not only keeping it in oppoſition to total Apoſtacy, 
and denying of Chriſt, but alſo the maintaining 
the Doctrines and Inſtitutions of the Goſpel in their 
Purity and Simplicity, againſt all Errors and Cor- 
ruptions in Doctrine or Worſhip. * We find St. Paul 

\ 


exhort- 


Ende coo cette ren —— 


at Mr. Kipping's Funeral. | 


exhorting Timothy hereunto, 2 Tim. 1. 13. Hold fait 

the Form of ſound Words, which thou haſt heard of me, 

in Faith and Love, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. And in 

the third Chapter of this fame Epiſtle, at the 14th 

Verſe, But conginue thou in the things which thou haſt 
learned, and haſt been aſſured of, knowing of whom thou 
haſt learned them, And how reſolute he himſelf 
was in this Cauſe, we may find, if we conſult the 
ſecond Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Galatians, He 
would not give Place, no, not for an Hour, to thoſe 
who ſought to bring them again under the Toke of 
Circumciſion, and to intermix Judaiſm with Chri- 
| ſtianity. 

. And this is the Duty of all thoſe who have re- 

ceiv'd the Doctrine of Chriſt: They are to hold faſt 

ſthe Form of ſound Mords, to keep the Faith as 'tis de- 

liver*'d to them in the ſacred Oracles, without ei- 

ther adding to, or _ from it ; without making 

either more or leſs neceſſary to Salvation than the 
holy Scriptures. do. It is our Duty to beware, leſt 

an) Man ſoa us thro? Philoſophy and vain Deceit, after 

he Tradition of Men, after the p the World, 

nd not after Chriſt. We have a ſure Word of Pro- 

\ Þ-ecy, to which we ought to take heed. The holy, 
criptures are our only Rule of Faith, and when- 

ver any thing is advanc'd which will not bear to 

e try'd by that Te#, we ought to reject it with 

bhorrence, raking heed, leſt by any means, as the 

erpent beguiled Eve thro? his Subtilty, ſo our Minds 


— 


S Pould be corrupted from the Simplicity that is in Chriſt. 

4. Keeping the Faith, may be underſtood of 

„ falling in the Faith, or being obedient to the _ 
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He who profeſſeth Faith in Chriſt, who owns the 
Doctrines of the Goſpel, and pretends to believe in 
the Son of God, mult alſo walk faithfully, or as be- 
comes a faithful Follower of the Captain of his Sal- 
vation; otherwiſe he cannot be ſqid to keep the 
Faith in the full extent of the Expreſſion. If there- 
fore we would follow the Apoſtle's Example, we 
muſt endeavour to walk according to the Faith of 
the Goſpel. Imprety in Fart is as inconſiſtent with 
keeping the Faith, as Error in Doctrine: We ſhould 
therefore keep our ſelves to the Rule of the Goſpel 
in. all things, without turning afide to the right 
Hand, or to the left: We ſhould allow our ſelves 
in nothing contrary either to the internal Grace of 
Faith, or the external Rule of Faith, which we pro- 
feſs. But ſeeing our Profeſſion of the Faith of Chriſt 
lays us under Engagements, to have our Converſa- 
tions according to the Goſpel, it follows, that we 


cannot be ſaid to keep the Faith, if we put away a 


good Conſcience, and walk coatrary to our Profeſſion, 
Thus you ſee what is imply'd in keeping che Faith. 
We come now, 

2. To ſhew you, that we ought to keep it till we 
have fini;h'd our Courſe. It is not enough to begin 
well; it is not ſufficient that we make a fair Son 
for a while, and walk like Chriſtians for ſome Part o 
our Lives, but we mult hold on to the End. St. Paul 
kept the Faith till he had n his Race, and finiſh' 
his Courſe; for, when he ſpoke theſe Words he was 
as he tells Timorhy in the Words before our Text 
ready to be offered, and the Time of his departure was at 


hana, He had kept the Faith under all the Oppoſitio 
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he met with, and was now with a good Conſcience 
come within view of the End of his Race. There 
are ſome, who are very forward in their Profeſſions 
for a time, who promiſe fair, and ſeem to be in 
good earneſt, who yet turn aſide into by-Paths, 
and fall from the Truth; they cannot ſtand a Storm, 
but are preſently offended in Chriſt, when they find 


they muſt ſuffer for his Cauſe ; but, it world have 


been better fe or fach Men not to have known the U ay of | 


Righteouſneſs, than after they have known it, to depart 


from the holy Commandment deliver'd unto them. 


We muſt not therefore, upon any account, depart 
from the Truth, as it is in Jeſus. Our Courie is not 
long; our Warfare will be but for a few Years; we 
{hould therefore endure all things, that we may ſiaiſb 
our Courſe with Joy and Honour, We ſhould ſub- 
mit to all the Mortification and Self-denial, all the 
Sufferings and Afflictions, our Proſeſſions can ex- 
poſe us to, rather than be in any wiſe guilty of de- 
parting from the Faith of the Goſpel. A tew Days 
will bring us to the End of Life, and then our time 
of Tryal and Temptation will be over. Let ws not 
therefore be weary in well. doing; let us ſtand our 
Ground, let us proceed in our Courſe, and like good 
Soldiers under Chriſt Jeſus, let us combat all the Ene- 
mies that oppoſe us in our Progreſs: This Method 
will, by the Grace Ne bring us fate at laſt to the 
Goal, where we ſhall receive the glorious Prize. 
I fay, by the Grace of Goa, for our own Strength is 
not ſu fficient to bear us out. We muit endeavour 
to work out our own Salvation with Fear and Irembling ;, 
but it is G oO D that worketh in us both to will ind to do: 
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He gives Succeſs to our Endeavours, and makes em 
efficacious. We mult ſtrive ro keep Faith and a good 
Conſcience, and to perſevere therein unto the End of 


our Courſe; but it is G op who fulfilleth in us the 
Work of Faith with Power : Tt is He chat will fabliſh us, 


and keep us from Evil. For, according to that, 1 Per, 
1.5. We are kept by the Power of God, thro* Faith, unto 
Salvation, ready to be revealed in the laſt time. 

Having thus confiderd our Duty, in fighting a 
good Fight, and keeping the Faith till we have 
Hniſh'd our Courſe, we come now to take a brief 
View of the Reward which will tollow hereupon : 
And that we ſhall do under the 


III Propoſition, which is this: That hence- 


forth there is laid up for ſuch (as there was 


for St. Paul ) a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give in the 
Day of his Appearing. Where we have theſe three 
Things to be conſider'd; the Reward, the Giver of 
t, and the Time of giving it. | 


r. The Reward; 4 Crown of Righteouſneſs, By 
which Phraſe we underſtand the fame as is meant 
x Cor. 9. 25. by an mcorruptible Crown, and 1 Pet. 5. 4. 
Dy a Crows of G LY } : Nich fadeth not ama) ; and in Q- 
ther places, by « Crown of Life: Which Metaphor of 
& Crown is fo frequently made ule of in the Sacred 
Wiritings, to ſet torch the Rewards of a future ſtate, 
decaulc it repreſents them as tomething very great, 

very 
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very glorious, and deſirable. To wear a Crown in 


this World, is the Lot but of a very ſmall number; 
but hereafter all the faithful Servants of Chriſt, who 


. when he comes are found watching, ſhall reign in Glo- 
ry: They ſhall be advanc'd to ſuclra ſtate of Digni- 


ol and Honour, as is repreſented but very faintly by 
the poſſeſſion of an Earthly Diadem: Their Crown 


ſhall be free from all thoſe Thorzy Cares which often 


make this 22 Emblem of Greatneſs ſit uneaſie 
upon the Head of him that wears it, in this World: 
They ſhall have all the Pleaſure, all the Honour, all 
the Advantage that can be imagin'd ina Crown, 
without any of the Trouble and Uneaſineſs which 
commonly goes along with it here, But when we 
have ſaid al 

can give you but a very faint Idea of what is inclu- 
ded in this Exprefſion : We can draw but a very im- 
perfect Scheme of that Happineſs which is repreſen- 
ted here by a Crown of Righteouſneſs, It does not yet 
appear what we ſhall be ; we do but ſee at preſent through 
a Glaſs, and aarkly too; and conſequently we can 


form but very imperfect Conceptions of theſe things: 


But thus much we are aſſur'd of, that what is in- 
tended by this Expreſſion, is ſomething infinitely 
great and deſirable, and which will as much exceed 
Our preſent Thoughts, as a glorified Body will excel 
this corruptible droſſy Fleſh. 


2. We have the Giver of it; Which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will give. By the Lord, the righteous 


Judge, We are to underſtand the Lord Jeſus Christ: 
He will beſtow this ineſtimable Gift upon his ſincere 
Servants, upon all thole who have warred a good 

C2 Mar- 


that can be ſaid upon this Subject, we 
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righteous Judge will not overlook any of that faith- 
ful number; but it, by their Conduct in this World, 


they have ſhown themſelves Lovers of his Appear- 


ing, he will certainly confer upon them the promi-- 
ſed Crown. 


We mult not now from hence conclude that tliere 


is any Merit in what we can do to deſerve ſo glori- 
ous a Reward ; no, this is not the Caſe :- When we 


have done all, we are but unprofitable Servants, It is 


the Promiſe of God, thro? the Merits of Chriſt, that. 
is the Foundation of our Title toit. Chriſt has par- 
chasd this- Crown by his Blood, and as Judge of the 
World, he will gve it to his ſincere and perſevering 
Servants, Which, leads us to conſider, 

3. The Time of giving it: Which the Lord; the 
righteous Judge, will give in that Day. The Appear- 
ing of Chriſt being mention'd in the Clauſe: imme- 
diately following, ſhews, that the Day here ſpoken. 
of is to be underſtood: of the Day of his Appearing ;. 
that is, the great and ſolemn Judgment-Day. At 
that Day the Lord of Life and Glory will make a. 
ſecond Appearance to the World, but in another 


manner, and under a. different Claracter from that 


which he bore at his. firſt Appearing. 


He was then in the form of a Servant, but at that 
Day he will be cloathed with Majeſty, and ſurrounded. 
by Thouſands-of attending Angels. Then alk the. 


Sons ofiMen.ſhall be ſummon'd to his awful Tribu- 
nal; and thoſe who were once his Judges and Accu- 
fers among the reſt: They ſhall ſtand at his Bar, in 
their turn, and receive Sentence at his Mouth. That 


x } there 


Warfare, and finiſh'd their Courſe in the Faith. This. 
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there will be ſuch a Day, ſuch an Appearing of 
Chriſt as this, no one can doubt who believes the 
holy Scriptures; Weſhall then ſee this glorious Son 
of God, either to our everlaſting Comfort, or to our 
eternal Shame and Confuſion ; for in that Day he will 
aſſign to every one his proper Portion : The 3 
Servant ſhall then be caſt into utter Darkneſs, where there 
is weeping and gnaſbing of Teeth ; he ſhall be puniſhd 
with everlaſting Deſtruction from the Preſence of the 
Lord, and the Glory of his Power. 

But that Part of this great Day's Work, which 


our Text invites us to reflect upon, is more pleaſing 


and delightful. It will be a Day of «»ſpeakable Foy 
and Pleaſure, a Day of Fiumph and Reward to all 
thoſe who have fought the good Fight of Faith, and 
run with Patience and Perſeverance the Race that was 
ſer before them. Fo ſhall then meet with an abun- 
dant Recompence of all their preſent Toils and Fa- 
tigues ; their Warfare ſhall then be crown'd with 
Eternal Peace, their Labour with everlaſting Reſt, and 


Appearing ; and from thence forward they will 
ever. 

ſuch Souls! Can we, after refle&ing- upon theſe 
not the Thoughts of ſo glorious a Reward, wean 


us from- preſent Enjoyments? What can Time or 
* ' Senſe 


their Sufferings and Afflictions, with Quietneſs and 
Aſſurance for ever. Then will he beſtow this glo- 
rious Crown of Righteonſneſs, which is kept in 
Store againſt that Day, for all thoſe who love his 


be compleatly happy, both in Body and Soul, for 
Oh the deſirable Portion! Oh the happy Lot of 
Things, be fond of a temporal Happineſs ? Should 
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0 | Senſe afford, that is worthy to be put in the Bal. e 
lance with this Crowz of Life and Glory? Let us wh 
therefore ſtand no longer in Suſpence, whether we || g 
ſhould prefer this World, or the other, Earth or en 
Heaven. The Pleaſures of the one are empty ard ||) * 
vaniſhing, but the Happineſs of the other perma- | =? 
nent and ſatisfattory, Let us therefore turn our IU 

Backs upon the World; and let our Thoughts and 1 

Dieſires be to this Crown of Righteouſneſs, Who] 
would not run? who would not ſtrive? who would and 
not fight, where there is ſuch a Prize to be obtain'd? I Þ<!t 
Shall we, while we ſee Perſons contend fo earneſtly for Dea 
a Trifle in this World, refuſe to fight for ſo bright al. fe 
Crown? ſurely no. Let us therefore put on the whole | © 1 
Armour of Go p, and be Followers of them, who thro {er 
Faith and Patience are inheriting the Promiſe, It is ]“ & 
not only fading Lawrels, or the empty Breath off mere 
popular Applauſe, which follows the Victory in“ 
this Caſe; but there is a ſure and ſubſtantial Re- Now 
ward annex'd to it, even a Crown of Glory, which]®* *: 

| fadeth not away, and a Kingdom which ſhall never nd 

in have an End. de 
| I am now come to the concluding Part of my /*4*/ 

1 Diſcourſe ; but being wholly unacquainted with! Cz 

the Party deceas'd, it will not be — I ſhould” 2: 
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| inſiſt upon his Character. He was known, II ore 
1 doubt not, to the greateſt part of you; and I hope nelg 
I was known among you, as one, who, during his}. WI 
Pilgrimage upon Earth, was fighting the good Fight tn 
of Faith, and of whom you have good Reaſon to 
believe, that he has now fin1ſb?d his Courſe with Jo © ©! 
and is gone to receive that Slorious Crown of Righ ad 77 
teouſneſs 


for 
t a 
hole 
hro' 
t is 
h of 
in 
Re- 
nich 
2VET 


m 
vich 
ould 
n, 1 
10Pec 
5 his 
Fight 
n to 
| Jo 
ST2g0! 
bels 


9 


& 1 
4 
8 A. ts. Ao. A. . uk 
Fr WP 


- — — ũ — —a —— — — - — — — * — — ww * y — 


ad. 


* at Mr. Kipping s Funcra I. 


ceonſneſs, Which is aſſured in our Text to all thoſe 
Who continue faithful. If this was his Caſe, as J 
hope you have grounds to think it was, he has made 
an happy Exchange, and is in a Condition infinite- 
more defirable than any Man on this fide the 
Grave, ſtruggling wich Temptations and the In- 
firmities of Nature, can be. 

For what I would further defire of you all, 
am particularly of you whoare his /urvi21me Friends 
and Relations, is this: That you would make the 
beſt Improvement you can, both of his Lite and 
Death. His Death is a Warning to you, to prepare 
to follow. You mult all expect, ſooner or later, to 
De in that Reſpect, as he is: For, as Solomon ſays, 
there i no Max that hath Power over the Spirit, to retain 
the Spirit, neither hath he Power in the Day of Death. 
there is no Diſcharge in that War, we muſt all expect 
to fall in it, and how ſoon, Go D only knows. 
Now, I doubt not, but your ſincere Deſires are, to 
die in the LORD, and to be happy after Death. 
ind if you would not miſs of what you ſo carnett- 
deſire, let me perſwade you to look upon the 
Death of the Perſon you are now mourning over, as 
i Call to you, to: haſten your own Preparations 
tor another World; and to apply your ſelves with 
more Diligence and Care to the great Buſineſs of 
religion. | 

Whatever you. obſerv'd in the Lite and Conver- 
ation of the Deceas'd, which. was laudable and 
Vraiſe-worthy, becoming a Chriſtian, and ſuitable to 
he Profeſſion of the Goſpel, be ſure to imitate it, 
ad improve upon it. Let nothing that was good in 

him 
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him die with him. And if you obſerv* gg De- 
fects or ee in his Conduct, let it Be your 
Care to watch againſt them, and eveid then. 
And if we make this Improvement of the Exam 

ples of our departed Friends, if we ohſeryę theſe 
Directions, and heartily apply our ſelves to Practice 
accordingly, we may reſt aſſured, that our Expecta- 
tion ſhall not be cut off: That our Separation fi 
thoſe, for whom we had a tender value in this L. 
and who are gone before us to eternal Peace and 
Reſt, ſhall be but for a Time; and that hereafter 
we {hail meet them again, in a more perſe& and 
14ppy State, where we ſhall rejoice together for 
ever, with Joy unſpeakable, and full of Glory. . 
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